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Two killed in small plane
crash in San Jose area

NAIROBI, Kenya — Dutch
commandos sent by NATO
rescued 20 fishermen from
a hijacked Yemeni dhow in
the Gulf of Aden, but were
forced to free seven Somali
pirates because they have
no authority to arrest them.
The release underscores the
difficulties the alliance faces
in the battle against piracy.
Iran convicts U.S.
journalist for spying
TEHRAN, Iran — Iran convicted an American journalist
of spying for the U.S. and
sentenced her to eight years
in prison, her lawyer said.
The verdict is a first against
an American reporter in
Iran and could hamper the
Obama administration’s
efforts to break a 30-year-old
diplomatic deadlock between
the two adversaries.
- Associated Press
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Megan Baker, the new A.S. president (right), celebrates her victory with Cheryl Vargas, the
A.S. executive director, at the A.S. House on Thursday, April 16. Baker earned 53.93 percent of the votes for president
over her opponent, Tobi Richards.

Alum’s
film has
theatrical
premiere
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Staff Writer
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Mark Tran, a film director, stands outside of Camera 3
Cinemas
before
the
theatreical
p
remiere
of
his
fi
lm
All
About
Dad.
premiere
“All
Dad.”
It was all about director Mark Tran and
his film, “All About Dad,” which had its
theatrical premiere on Friday at Camera
An SJSU television, radio and film tive producers of the film, said Tran had
3 Cinema.
alumnus, Tran said it’s exciting to have his pitched the project to him.
Produced by SJSU’s Spartan Film Stu- film play theatrically but at the same time,
Dallas said he helped him produce the
dios, the SJSU-based film production it’s nerve-wrecking.
project from fundraising and developcompany, the movie is about a father’s unHe said SJSU helped him in the techni- ment through production, post producrealistic expectations for his Vietnamese- cal means to produce films and provided tion and distribution.
American family.
equipment, screenwriting classes and
“I am very impressed and proud of
Tran said he started writing the screen- support from both the faculty and com- the film,” he said. “The audiences literally
play when he was 19 years old. This year, munity.
loved the film, both Vietnamese and nonit debuted at the Cinequest Film Festival,
Barnaby Dallas, coordinator of prowhere it played to sold-out crowds and took duction for the television, radio, film and
home the Audience Award for Best Feature. theatre department and one of the execu- See MOVIE, page 3

Video: The father of the
‘American Taliban’ speaks out

See ELECTION,, page
pagge 3

Department
puts on
‘Show of
Shows’

Movie played at Cinequest, portrays
Vietnamese-American family

Frank Lindh, the father of the
man commonly known as the
‘American Taliban,’ meets with
students.

“Oh my god, yes!” Sarah Bronstein said as she ran up to hug Associated Students President-elect Megan
Baker in front of the A.S. House on
Thursday.
Bronstein was one of the winners
in this year’s A.S. election, taking more
than 65 percent of the 1,582 votes for
A.S. director of community and environmental affairs.
“I’m really happy about the people
who are going to be in the board next
year,” Bronstein said. “It’s going to be
really productive.”
Baker was equally jubilant during
the A.S. election barbecue Thursday
afternoon, shaking hands and hugging other students who were standing
in line.
“I don’t know how to handle all this
excitement,” Baker said. “I’ve never
gone through an election before and it
had a very good outcome. I’m excited.”
Not all candidates in attendance
shared Baker and Bronstein’s fortune.
Christopher Palumbo won slightly
more than 40 percent of the 1,579
votes for A.S. controller, but it wasn’t
enough to beat Jacob Curtis.
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of US
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Crnogorcevic wins vice presidency; Curtis takes controller • For full results in each race, see page 3
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Baker becomes A.S. president

- Associated Press

- Associated Press
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SAN JOSE — A federal
aviation official says a small
plane crashed in the
San Jose area, killing both
people on board.
Federal Aviation Administration spokesman Ian
Gregor said Sunday the
single-engine Champion
Citabria crashed Saturday for
unknown reasons at the 400foot level of Mt. Hamilton.
The names of the dead were
not released.

COLUMBIANA, Ala. — In
Mexico, the fight against
drugs has become a real war.
And the cartels have brought
the fight to the U.S.: In 230
cities, Mexican organizations maintain distribution
hubs or supply drugs to
local distributors, authorities
say. Places like Miami and
other longtime transportation
points have them, but also
Twin Falls, Idaho; Billings,
Mont; and Milwaukee.
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NEWS BLOG

PHOTO BLOG

Staff Writer Justin Perry counts
down the top five places to poop
on campus

Photo Editor Carlos A. Moreno
discusses the attempts by
advertisers to insert themselves
into photographers’ work for
profit.

SPORTS
Podcast: Weekend roundup of
Spartan sports

Heartwarming, quirky, bizarre,
and humorous all describe the degrees of variety in the animated
shorts shown Friday night to hundreds of animation and illustration
students and others who packed inside Morris Dailey Auditorium for
the ACME Filmworks’ 10th annual
“Animation Show of Shows.”
The show was presented by
SJSU’s animation and illustration program and curated by Ron
Diamond, president and executive
producer of ACME Filmworks.
Diamond described the event as
a collection of short films that he
has collected, curated, and programmed that are specifically from
the world’s animation festivals.

See SHOW, page 2

A colorful slideshow of last
Thursday’s Embrace Cultural
Heritage event by staff
photographer Young–Sung
Kwon
YOUNG-SUNG KWON / Spartan Daily
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Master students put
projects on display

Today

ELIZABETH KANG

Don Edwards
Lecture

Staff Writer

California Lt. Gov. John Garamendi in conversation with SJSU
Professor and NBC 11 Political
Analyst Larry Gerston. Free.
7 p.m. in Morris Dailey
Auditorium.
Contact Terry Christensen at
Terry.Christensen@sjsu.edu

One man’s garbage may be
another man’s masterpiece, said
SJSU graduate student Greg
Mettler.
To create his pictures, titled
“Orphaned Machines,” he
photographed discarded appliances from a secondhand store,
such as a typewriter and rotary
phone, and transformed them
from junk to art.
“The theme around this body
of work is how we place value in
objects,” Mettler said. “The machines would actually function
in their original state, except
they have been made dysfunctional by technology.”
Mettler and 14 other SJSU
master of fine art graduate students are presenting artwork
in the exhibit “Lift Off ” at the
San Jose Institute of Contemporary Art.
The show, running from April
11 through June 13, features the
collective work of the graduate
students, many of whom said
their art has a deeper meaning
than what may first appear.
For example, at surface level,
Wayne Madsen’s “The Pirates
Code: MTAA Stylz” is a TV
playing a scrambled version of
Disney’s “Pirates of the Caribbean.” But dig deeper and one
will uncover the true and profound meaning Madsen said he
offers in his work.
“For this piece, I have attempted to find a place where
both content pirates and their
opponents, copyright protectionists like Sony, can converge
and work together on something,” Madsen said.
An undergraduate in psychology, Madsen said he first
became interested in his project after finding out how easily
copyrighted information could
be pirated.
“Pirating has become so easy
my mother could probably do
it,” he said.
Another contribution to the
exhibit, “Kawaii Land,” by Xiaoqing Jing, may at first seem
cute and playful. She presents
a digital, birds-eye view of San
Jose, adorned with smiley faces,
bright colors and furry textures.
But a darker side, Jing said,
looms in her art.

The Prisoners’
Dilemma
Symposium
A panel discussion with Nicola
Lacey, David Soskice, Alessandro
De Giorgi, Richard Perry and
William Armaline.
3 to 5 p.m. in the Boccardo Business Center, Room 204.
Contact Gilbert Villareal at
gvillarreal@casa.sjsu.edu

LGBTQQI
Discussion Group
Co-sponsored by LGBT Resource
Center and Counseling Services.
Noon to 1:30 p.m. at the LGBT
Resource Center.
For more information, call
924-6158 or 924-5910.

Fans of The Killers charge up the stairs in anticipation of the show CHAD ZIEMENDORF / Spartan Daily
held at the Event Center on Sunday evening. The line, which was building for hours, wound its
way through campus toward the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library.

SHOW A gathering of best animation
from around the globe, curator says

Pregnancy
Counseling
Pregnant? Confused? Need
Support? Peer counseling is
available every Monday.
10:30 a.m. to noon in the
Guadalupe Room of the Student
Union and 1 to 3 p.m. in Hugh
Gillis Hall, Room 255.
For more information, call
376-1233.
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Tomorrow

Barbecue
Hamburgers, cheeseburgers, veggie burgers, hotdogs, chips, fruit,
dessert and more. $5 a plate.
11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at the
barbecue pits across from the
Event Center

Spartan Smart
Cart
Fresh fruit and veggies.
10:15 a.m. to 3 p.m. in Clark
Hall, rain or shine.
Contact Luisa Garrett at
luisa@postalmodern.com

How to Mark
Yourself in a Tough
Economy
Learn what employers are really
looking for, how to best market
yourself and the top “must have”
qualities for potential employees.
6 p.m. in the Engineering building, Room 189.
Contact Cecilia Almeda at
cecilia.almeda@sjsu.edu
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Wednesday
Wednesd

Weekly Discussion
Hangout with globally-minded
people, discuss international
issues and find out internship
opportunities.
6:15 p.m. in the Pacheco Room
of the Student Union.
Contact Ryan Wu at
GSC.SJSU@gmail.com
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Thursday

Bible Study
“Purpose Driven Life.” A2
Christian Fellowship hosts a
presentation and discussion.
7 p.m. in the Guadalupe Room of
the Student Union.
Contact Justin Foon at
jfoon1@yahoo.com
Sparta Guide is provided free of
charge to students, faculty and
staff members. The deadline for
entries is noon, three working days
before the desired publication date.
Space restrictions may require
editing of submission. Entries are
printed in the order in which they
are received. Submit entries online
at thespartandaily.com or in writing at DBH 209.

Courtesy of Jonathan Lester
Ron Diamond, curator for the “Animation Show of Shows,” spoke at
Morris Daileyy Auditorium on Fridayy about the backgrounds
backg
grounds behind the short films in the show.

Continued from page 1
“There are great films that
show at festivals and I’m just fortunate to be able to get to show
a number of them and generally the animation audience is
interested in seeing new animation and they appreciate quality
films,” he said.
Diamond said he gathers what
he thinks are the best animated
shorts of the previous year from
around the world and puts them
together to show to animation
studios, animators, professionals and students so they can be
inspired by the great work that is
being shown at festivals.
Diamond said he selects
films that appeal to professionals on a creative, artistic, narrative and challenging basis, but
not necessarily all the criteria in
any one film.
Some of the films in the show
ranged from Felix Massie’s “Keith
Reynolds Can’t Make it Tonight,”
which set in an office with only
stick figure animations, to Kunio
Kato’s Academy Award-winning
story of an old man reminiscing
his family’s past in “La Maison en
Petits Cubes.”
Tony Nguyen, a junior anima-

tion and illustration major, said
he was inspired by work from actual professionals and seeing the
creative process and how they
go through it, something which
is different then normal school
work.
“Going to school, you kind
of get bogged down by the academics and the traditional ways
of trying to generate ideas and
seeing how free they can be with
their short films and just the
acting alone and how they develop the stories is just inspiring
alone.” Nguyen said.
David Chai, an animation
assistant professor, said he had
seen the show before and just
had to spread the word.
“My colleagues and I had the
opportunity to see this at ILM,
Industrial Light and Magic, and
just thought it was so outstanding that this is something that
our students had to see,” Chai
said. “We are really, really fortunate to have Ron come out to
share these great films and the
directors who allowed him to
show these things was a really
great opportunity.”
Chai said students can get
the same experience out of
watching this show by traveling
to a place that they have never
been, such as experiencing a

new culture, environment, or
perspective, he said.
“You are seeing visions not
only from different locations
but from real different perspectives in terms of personality
and idea,” Chai said. “It broadens their horizons and we are
fortunate to be able to do it
right at home.”
Steve Hirt, a junior animation and illustration major and
president of the animation club
on campus, said the show was a
great opportunity for the club
to expand their idea of what animation is and have knowledge
that there is work out their redefining it.
“As animation students here
at San Jose, we really need to
stay ahead of the curve and see
what is being done in other media and how to push the media,”
Hirt said.
Hirt said the films in the
show were all extremely weird
but people can get something
out of them to apply to their
own work.
“A lot of people are going
home with a little bit more of
well maybe I can do this animation this way or maybe I should
story tell a little bit differently or
maybe I should go weird and see
what happens,” he said.

Sri Lankan military rescues 5,000 civilians
Associated Press

COLOMBO, Sri Lanka — The military says troops
have rescued more than 5,000 civilians from the small
sliver of territory in northern Sri Lanka where remaining Tamil rebels are making their last stand.
The military has designated the area a “nofire” zone to protect what the United Nations

estimates are 100,000 civilians trapped there.
Military spokesman Brig. Udaya Nanayakkara
says soldiers advanced into the no-fire zone Monday,
seized an earth fortification built by the separatist
Tamil Tigers and rescued more than 5,000 civilians.
Government forces have captured all the rebel
strongholds in recent months and boxed the remaining guerrillas into the designated zone, some
7.7 square miles (20 square kilometers) on the
northern coast.

She said her artwork is
influenced by what she calls
“cute culture,” a phenomenon
that she said is gaining popularity in Asian pop culture,
and emphasizes juvenile behavior.
“In cute culture, young people become popular according
to their apparent weakness, dependence and inability, rather
than because of their strengths
and capabilities,” she said.
In the piece “What Nourishes Me, Destroys Me,” Dina
Ropele shows four different
video recordings of herself
gorging on hot dogs, which she
said is meant to draw attention
to the problem of American
consumption.
“It is associated with many
ideas, from material consumption, food consumption and
sexual consumption,” Ropele
said of her art. “The idea that
‘more is better’ is progressively
becoming an American motto:
The more we consume, buy,
and materialize, the better person we can become.
“Within this desperate cycle
of consumption, we inevitably
find ourselves increasingly unhappy,” she added.
Victor Malagon said he used
a combination of oil and spray
paint on wood to achieve his
two graffiti inspired pieces,
“Angeja 1” and “Angeja 2.”
The two cutouts give the
three-dimensional appearance
of hovering parallel to a wall.
Malagon, 31, said he has been
doing graffiti since he was 16
years old and draws heavily on
its influence.
“The panels I create are representations of graffiti in style
and energy,” he said. “Graffiti
to me is wild and untamed, yet
vulnerable because it exists in a
public environment. (The panels) can easily be crushed, just
like graffiti murals can easily be
destroyed.”
The gallery assistant curator,
Susan O’Malley, said the institute is honored to be presenting the exhibit “Lift Off.”
“This diverse group of graduates reflects the cultural vibrancy of our community and
we are proud to present their
accomplishments and to provide a launching pad for their
future endeavors,” she said in a
news release.
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ELECTION About 1,800 students voted The results are in ...
Continued from page 1
But even with the result not
going his way, Palumbo said he is
staying positive and will be proactive in the upcoming school
year.
“I just received a letter yesterday from a friend who is very
dear to me and overseas right
now who reminded me that everything happens for a reason,”
he said. “Sometimes we’ve got to
wait for what it is.”
“I’ll still have my influence
with Associated Students so I’ll
look to lobby core positions,”
Palumbo added. “I still have my
contacts. I don’t need a title to
advocate for students.”
Azra Crnogorcevic, A.S. vice
president-elect, ran for the position uncontested and received
1,527 votes.

She said she was happy with
the voter turnout this year, even
though it was a few hundred less
than last year’s 2,159 votes.
“Eighteen-hundred students
came out for our elections, and
I feel like the students who did
vote were knowledgeable about
the election and were concerned,”
Crnogorcevic said. “We’d rather
have students who are knowledgeable and who are voting for
the right reasons. In my opinion,
it’s quality over quantity.”
Amanda Short, a senior meteorology student who worked the
polls outside the Event Center on
Wednesday, said she has not yet
seen the total number of votes for
this year’s election, but said that
the overall turnout was good.
“I know (on Wednesday) we
weren’t matching what was done
last year,” she said. “So I was hoping that the same amount or
more voted this year rather than

last year because I know that the
school’s been trying to get A.S.
out there.”
Bronstein said she thinks
more could have been done to
boost voter turnout.
“We had 35 people initially
running and I thought that
would get about 3,000 people
voting, but we only had about
1,800, so that was really surprising,” she said. “I think it’s really
low for what it could’ve been.
People could’ve pushed it a little
bit more.”
With all the votes counted
and most of the A.S. executive
and legislative positions filled,
this year’s winners will have little
time to celebrate before making
preparations for the next school
year.
For now, the A.S. presidentelect is just happy to have won.
“Sorry, I’m really trying to
take it all in,” Baker said.

PRESIDENT
Megan Baker - 53.93 percent - 920 votes
Tobi Richards - 46.07 percent - 786 votes
VICE PRESIDENT
Azra Crnogorcevic - 100 percent 1,527 votes
CONTROLLER
Jacob Curtis - 59.78 percent - 944 votes
Christopher Palumbo - 40.22 percent 635 votes
*Board of director positions
DIRECTOR OF BUSINESS
AFFAIRS
Julio Velasquez - 27.23 percent 430 votes
Bobby Zerby - 26.16 percent - 413 votes
Mai Nguyen - 25.46 percent - 402 votes
Jagdeep Singh - 21.15 percent - 334 votes
DIRECTOR OF
COMMUNICATIONS
Jessica Dunham - 60.05 votes - 911 votes
Erin Nicole Ellis - 39.95 percent 606 votes

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY AND
ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS
Sarah Bronstein - 65.11 percent 1,030 votes
Robert Buzzard - 34.89 percent 552 votes
DIRECTOR OF EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS
Rob Montross - 100 percent - 1,419 votes
DIRECTOR OF
EXTRACURRICULAR AFFAIRS
Brandyn Jandrew - 35.03 percent 552 votes
Shelsy Bass - 26.52 percent - 418 votes
Hillary Henson - 23.22 percent 366 votes
Byron Covington - 15.23 percent 240 votes
DIRECTOR OF FACULTY AFFAIRS
Byron Pulu - 100 percent - 1,449 votes
DIRECTOR OF INTERCULTURAL
AFFAIRS
Tomasz Kolodziejak - 50.89 percent 801 votes
Alanna Mancebo - 49.11 percent 773 votes

DIRECTOR OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS
Joshua Levy - 54.34 percent - 833 votes
Kyle McGuire - 45.66 percent - 700 votes
DIRECTOR OF PROGRAMMING
AFFAIRS
Cindy Tsui - 68.99 percent - 1,057 votes
Tina Thuy-Hang Thi Pham - 31.01 percent
475 votes
DIRECTOR OF STUDENT FEE
AFFAIRS
Daniel Carrillo - 100 percent - 1,445 votes
DIRECTOR OF STUDENT
RESOURCE AFFAIRS
Eric Almendariz - 100 percent 1,435 votes
DIRECTOR OF STUDENT RIGHTS
AND RESPONSIBILITIES
Lizzie Orr - 36.82 percent - 552 votes
Alex Maldonado - 34.76 percent 521 votes
Ted Griffith - 28.42 percent - 426 votes

Learning about ways to help the elderly
RALPH WARNER
Staff Writer

Despite the U.S. being in a recession with a bleak job market,
the gerontology department put
on a “Careers in Aging” panel on
Thursday to let students know
about a growing industry they
feel will continue to flourish for
decades to come.
About 80 students attended
the panel in Duncan Hall, which
was part of “Careers in Aging
Week,” a national program sponsored by the Association for Gerontology in Higher Education
that takes place annually on several college campuses across the
nation.
The week is designed to make
students majoring in gerontology and related fields more aware
of the job opportunities available
that involve working with the elderly. “Careers in Aging Week,”
which took place from April 12
to 18 this year, has been in existence since 2001 and SJSU has
been a participant since 2002.
Charles Bullock, the dean of
the College of Applied Sciences
and Arts, attended the panel and
said careers that assist the elderly
are something that need to be recognized and are a topic that he can
relate to, since his mother’s 90th
birthday was coming up soon.
“One thing that students can

learn through this panel is the
pride and respect we have and
need to have for people as they
get older,” Bullock said.
Throughout the panel discussion, students learned about career opportunities in nutrition,
fitness, health care and community services from experienced
professionals within each field.
Jessica Saini, a freshman health
science major, said she was inspired by the panel and is considering a career that will allow
her to work specifically with the
elderly.
“I know a lot of people in
health care are focusing on
younger children or issues like
obesity but the attention is all
on them and we need to help the
elders as well,” Saini said. “This
panel made me aware of how
many elderly people we have out
there but also how we do not
have enough health care professionals helping them.”
Brian Grossman, a health science lecturer at SJSU, said the future need for professionals working with the elderly can be seen
in statistics from the U.S. Census
Bureau.
“As of July 1, 2007, 37.9 million people in the United States
are age 65 and older which is
13 percent of the population,”
Grossman said. “By 2050, 88 million people will be 65 and older
which will be about 20 percent of

the population.”
Nancy Hikoyeda, the former
director of the SJSU gerontology program, said one reason
why health care for the elderly
receives less attention in the U.S.
is the emphasis put on staying
young forever.
“One challenge would be the
societal stereotypes and the fact
that here in the United States, we
tend to revere youth and downplay getting older,” Hikoyeda said.
“We need to think about how we
view older adults as a society.”
Monica Popa, a junior health
science major, said addressing
the need for careers which assist
the elderly can lead to larger benefits for society.
“We have to realize that the elderly are still people who can give
and contribute to society,” Popa
said. “If we can help them by providing health services which can
lead to the prevention of illness,
then maybe our hospitals will be
less full and our society will be
able to function better.”
The idea of preventing illness
through health and fitness programs for the elderly is a point
that was emphasized by each of
the panelists. Dan McClure, an
SJSU alumnus and founder of the
Generations Community Wellness, said the need for trained
professionals within organizations such as his own is desperate. McClure’s organization is a

MOVIE Director working on film titled ‘Saigon California’
Continued from page 1
Vietnamese viewers. It’s a film
that everyone who is trying to
break family traditions can appreciate.”
Scott Sublett, an associate
professor in the department,
said Tran wrote the script in his
class in which he was required
to come up with an idea that
suited him as a writer and from
his own experience.
Sublett said Tran didn’t think
the script was worth finishing so
he hounded Tran by phone for
months to finish the script.
“When it was done, I went to
my colleagues in the film program and said, this is the movie
we have to shoot this year. It’s
incredibly adorable.”
When it came to casting, the
crew had a difficult time finding someone to play the role of
Dad.
Chi Pham, the actor who
played Dad (Mr. Do), said he
is also an SJSU alumnus. It was
one of the reasons why he accepted the role of Dad for the
film, he said.
“I’m destined to help the
crew make their first big break,”
Pham said.

Yvonne Truong, who played
Linh Do, said she thinks audiences will find the movie uplifting and make them feel more
appreciative of their family.
“It doesn’t matter what background or where you’re from,”
she said. “People can relate to
each of the characters.”
Tran said directing the movie
was fun. He said finishing and
finally releasing the film was like
the icing on the cake.
He said it’s tough to say what
his favorite scene is in the film,
but the moment when the movie gets into the dinner scenes is
one of his favorites.
“In those dinner scenes, so
many things are happening all at
once,” Tran said. “The story dynamics of the characters come
alive.”
Along with some of the cast
and crew, the audience at Friday’s premiere was a mixture of
students, adults and children.
Teri Nguyen, a senior creative
arts major, said the family in the
movie looks like her family and
she could feel the troubles the
characters go through.
“I can relate to not wanting
to speak Vietnamese at home,”
she said. “I speak English all
the time, but now I’m starting
to value my heritage more by

speaking more fluent Vietnamese.”
Tyler Chen, 24, of San Francisco, came down with a group
of friends from the city and said
the film reminded him of his
own family.
“Dad has a crookedly leaning tree which sticks out like
a sore thumb in his otherwise
perfectly maintained garden,”
he said. “As a result, he tries
unsuccessfully to straighten
the tree just like how he tries to
bend his family to his concept
of what he deems to be acceptable.”
During the premiere, the
audience had sudden outbursts
of laughter throughout the film
and gave it a round of applause
at the end.
The film is currently playing at the Camera 3 Cinema in
Downtown San Jose until April
23, and could be extended if the
film is successful.
Tran said the DVD will be released later this summer and he
is currently working on directing an action film titled, “Saigon
California.” As a crime drama,
the film will star top Vietnamese-American talents including
Dustin Nguyen from “21 Jump
Street” and Long Nguyen from
“Journey from the Fall.”

nonprofit fitness and nutrition
organization that offers services
to low-income people of all ages.
“I challenge you while you’re
getting your education right now
to look for service opportunities,
so that by the time you move
your tassel you are well equipped
and prepared to work with those
chronologically-gifted individuals who need your help,” said
McClure, who went as far as to
give out his personal cell phone
number for students looking for
immediate employment opportunities.
“The good news is that there
is money to be made and organizations are willing to help people
come in and serve their communities,” he said.
Aside from the profit that
could come with a “Career in Aging,” Wesley Mukoyama, who is
the executive director of Yu-Ai
Kai Japanese-American Community Senior Service, said the most
enjoyable part is giving back to
his community and knowing
how appreciative the seniors he
is helping are for his services.
“It’s a wonderful feeling working in gerontology,” Mukoyama
said. “The elderly don’t feel as
entitled and are very grateful for
your help which is really rewarding at the end of the day.”

SJSU’s program in gerontology
CHAD ZIEMENDORF / Spartan Daily
hosted a panel discussion entitled “Exploring Different Careers
in Aging” that featured four accomplished health care professionals with extensive experience in care for the aging. The
event was held on Thursday, April 16 in Duncan Hall.

4 NEWS
PAGE

MONDAY,, APRIL 20,, 2009

PERFORMANCE ART

Embracing
different cultures
through dance

Photos by YOUNG-SUNG KWON / Spartan Daily
Right: Hawaiian students in SJSU show Hawaiian traditional dance during embrace event at Mosaic Cross Cultural Center on Thursday evening.
Left: Mexican students in SJSU perform a Mexican traditional dance of folklorico during embrace event at Mosaic Cross Cultural Center on Thursday evening.

Mosaic event brings
together cultural clubs
from across campus
MERRIL GUZMAN
Staff Writer

More than 40 students gathered at the Mosaic Cross Cultural Center of the Student
Union on Thursday evening to
celebrate different cultures from
around the world.
The cultural fashion show,
food and performances were
planned by Gunjan Malekar, a
senior advertising major, as a
part of Mosaic’s diversity advocate intern program. Interns are
required to plan two events a
semester.
Malekar said she hoped her
program, “Embrace: Our Cul-

tures, One World,” would be a
“celebration of color, of diversity, of cultures and of life.”
“My objective behind this
program is to have an occasion,
in this hectic and busy semester,
to take some time out and relish
the essence of what makes San
Jose State such a great university: its diversity,” she added.
The evening featured cultural
performances from many different groups and students. Two
members of Akbayan, SJSU’s
Filipino club, performed a traditional Filipino dance.
A member of Kappa Alpha Psi taught the audience
about the history of stepping,
and gave the audience a brief
demonstration. Four students
performed a salsa dance. The
Pride of the Pacific Islands
club performed a traditional
Polynesian dance, and Folklorico, a student group on

campus, performed a Mexican
hat dance.
Each dance was followed by
a short presentation from the
dancers about the origins and
the history behind the dance
they performed.
Tania Diaz, a freshman computer science major, came to the
program to support a friend,
who was performing, and to enjoy the program.
“I’m in a multicultural group
and I’m open-minded,” Diaz
said. “I like to look at this kind
of stuff.”
Danielle Fouts, a senior child
development major, said she
came to the program because
as a requirement for her service
fraternity, Alpha Phi Omega, she
had to attend a cultural event on
campus. She ended up enjoying
the program.
“The performances were really interesting,” Fouts said.

Students get chance to
swing night away at Student Union
JUSTIN PERRY
Staff Writer

Swinging hips and tapping
feet filled the Barrett Ballroom
of the Student Union on Saturday evening as the SJSU Ballroom Dance Club hosted its first
“Spring Swingathon.”
“A lot of the students don’t
have much prior dancing experience,” said Cody Garcia, a senior
business management information systems major and president
of the club. “We thought this
would be a good way to get people in, and get them interested in
ballroom dancing.”
Garcia said this was the first
time the Ballroom Dance Club
hosted a large workshop event.
They usually put on a big spring
event, but in the past they have
hosted open dances with very
little instruction.
The Swingathon featured several beginning and intermediate
dance workshops in various styles,
including West Coast swing, East
Coast swing and jive. Professional
dance instructors Monika Olejink, Mark Scolieri and Robin
Horn taught students basic steps
and styling, which allowed them
to start dancing right away.
“I always enjoy learning something new,” said Michael Celaya,
a sophomore education major.
“Other classes don’t teach you

this, so it gives you an opportunity to learn it. I really enjoy it.”
The event also featured open
dancing, where students had
the opportunity to practice the
moves they learned, and Jackand-Jill contests, where dancers
were randomly paired together
to compete for prizes. The event
ended with more open dancing
to a live jazz band.
“I’m actually kind of glad they
have these events going on,” said
Lauren Welch, a freshman communicative disorders major. “It’s
a good chance for us to learn how
to dance and I think it’s a lost art
form that we just don’t have anymore.”
Groups of students from beginning dance classes on campus
also put together short dance
routines which they performed
in between workshops. This gave
new dancers a glimpse of what
ballroom dance classes at SJSU
have to offer.
Many students attending this
event were already taking other
dance classes, and this event gave
them an opportunity to learn
some new steps and also get credit
for their regular dance classes.
Garcia said this event, and
other events put on by the club,
focuses on getting new dancers
out on the floor.
“Students who don’t feel comfortable dancing can learn some
formulated steps that they can

“Other classes don’t
teach you this, so
it gives you an
opportunity to
learn it.”
MICHAEL CELAYA
sophomore edcuation major

do,” Garcia said. “So they can feel
like within ten minutes, they’re
dancing. You don’t have to have
any crazy moves or anything like
that, but you’ll be on the floor
and you’ll be doing stuff.”
Sarah Armes, an SJSU alumna
and technician for the event, said
that there are not enough events
like the Swingathon.
“They need to have more of
these things, it’s a great way to
meet people,” she said. “It’s really
cute, it’s really interesting, all of
these people coming to just learn
how to dance. It’s just something
so simple and I think it’s a really
nice event to have.”
Garcia said one of the main
benefits of this event was that it
created a good place for students
to learn and enjoy dancing.
“I think it’s a great way for
people to get out and have some
fun,” he said. “I started out never
dancing and being very uncomfortable with it. So this is really a
more comfortable environment.”

She enjoyed “seeing the different cultures and the meaning of
their dances.”
One way that students can
embrace other cultures is to
study abroad, Malekar said.
Veronica Malki, a study
abroad adviser, also came to the
event to promote study abroad
programs. Malki spoke about
her own study abroad experiences in Spain and how it was
difficult to adjust to another culture at first, but studying abroad

was one of the best things she
did in college.
“One of the important things
about study abroad is that it really gives students a chance to
experience another culture firsthand,” Malki said, “to take themselves out of their comfort zone
and adapt to a new culture and a
new way of living and seeing another way of doing things.
The goal of the night, Malekar
said, was to try to get away from
the heavier issues that are often

covered in Mosaic programs.
Malekar encouraged participants to share their opinions
on different cultural foods and
make recommendations on local ethnic restaurants.
The night ended with a fashion show by students. Wearing
traditional Korean, Scottish,
Pakistani, Indian and Tahitian
outfits, students strutted through
the room showcasing the best of
what their country had to offer
to the fashion world.
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LIBRARY

Getting versed in the
values of electronic books

SAMANTHA PATTERSON
Staff Writer

A blue semi-truck and trailer
known as the Digital Bookmobile opened its doors to patrons
in San Jose on April 16.
Parked in front of the Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. Library,
spectators had the chance to step
in and learn about the different
ways to digitally download audio
books, e-books and music.
“I’ve downloaded audio books
before,” said Sonja Lilienthal, a
sports management program director in the kinesiology department at SJSU. “I didn’t know it
was just not fiction books. You
can download music and a whole
lot of other stuff, so I learned
more than I knew before.”
The event was hosted by the
San Jose Public Library.
The 74-foot, 18-wheel digital
bookmobile is powered by OverDrive — a digital distributor of
more than 150,000 digital titles.
“I would be interested in
digi
g tal books about biolbiol
findingg digital

ogy and psychology,” said Marci
Fay, a senior occupational therapy major.
OverDrive is a privatelyowned company based out of
Cleveland.
“We work with the publishers
and design the software to distribute all these e-books, audio
books and music to the libraries,”
said Jamie Kelly, a marketing and
events associate for OverDrive.
The company is partnered
with more than 7,500 public libraries to offer students and community members the opportunity
to download their favorite titles.
“San Jose was the first in California to offer this service,” Kelly
said. “They were one of the first
in the nation, too. So we are happy to be here back with them.”
The library’s download service is offered through its Web
site and is accessible 24 hours,
seven days a week. All downloads
are free with a library card.
“You actually have a check
out period — one, two or three
weeks,” Kelly said. “After that period it will check itself back into

the library so there are no late
fees and you don’t have to worry about bringing it back to the
library.”
Patrons can read and listen
from their personal computer
or transfer their download to
a personal mobile device such
as iPods, Sony Readers, Smartphones and almost any MP3
players. Depending on publisher
permissions, some titles can also
be burned to a CD.
“You don’t have to drag around
a huge book that you usually
would for class,” Kelly said. “You
can download it to your iPod,
your Blackberry, any kind of compatible device. It’s an easier way to
listen to an audio book.”
She explained that audio
books and e-books are becoming
more and more popular. OverDrive has had around 10 million
downloads, she said.
“If someone is looking up a
title and they see that it’s e-book
and they have the capability, it’s
great they have that option,” said
Brian Fowler, a reference librarJ se Public Library.
Jo
y
ian for San Jose

Van Ngo, a senior occupational therapy major, inside the Bookmobile SANDRA SANTOS / Spartan Daily
near the King Library on Thursday. The Bookmobile stopped at SJSU for one day during its
international tour in order to promote OverDrive, which offers free book, audio and music
downloads online to students with a libraryy card.
“Other people come in and
ask about it, they already know
or already are looking for that
kind of service where they provide books out of libraries.”
San Jose Public Library’s first
full month of offering OverDrive
was in January 2004. Digital
downloads are a small part of
their circulation but are growing
at a fast rate, Fowler said.
“Depending on the service,
we have several different esys
y tem,, it can go
g
books in the system,

anywhere from a 50 percent to
over a 100 percent increase per
year,” he said.
He explained that textbooks
are a growing area and the hardest part is getting the publishers
on board.
“I see most textbooks being
e-books,” Fowler said. “Most students carry their laptops. They can
carry as many books as they like
on a laptop. I really see textbooks
a big visual for e-books, right now
p riod.”
pe
where in the transition period.

Lilienthal said e-books are
offered through some publishing houses. She added that it
would be helpful to everyone if
they were offered through a system like OverDrive.
“I’m yes and no about downloading textbooks,” occupational therapy student Fay said. “I
think they’re a great idea, but it’s
always nice to have a hard copy,
just because you never know
when your computer is going to
g crazy.”
crazyy.
go

SJSU-DreamWorks partnership
on display at animation presentation
SCOTT REYBURN
Staff Writer

Seth Rogen might have lent
his voice to the role of B.O.B.
in the new DreamWorks computer animated film “Monster
vs. Aliens,” but much more work
goes into an animated film than
lending your voice.
Hundreds of students and
SJSU President Jon Whitmore
packed the Music Building Concert Hall on Tuesday night for a
guest curator Q-and-A presentation. Following the presentation
was a reception for the opening
of “DreamWorlds: The Inspired
Concept Art of DreamWorks
Animation” at the Natalie and
James Thompson Art Gallery on
campus.
The gallery included storyboard art, early character design,
late character design, set and prop
design, final production art and
even sculptures and maquettes
from various DreamWorks films,
such as “The Prince of Egypt,”
“Bee Movie,” “Madagascar” 1
and 2 and the recently released
“Monsters vs. Aliens.”
Rex Grignon, the guest curator, has been an animator at
y
DreamWorks for 133 years
and

was lead animator for both “Madagascar” films. He was joined by
DreamWorks production designer Kendal Cronkhite.
“We’ve done 16 films, and so
I kind of looked at production
art from all the films and pulled
some of my favorite ones that
show the process from the very
earliest designs right through to
highly refined finished production art,” Grignon said.
Alice Carter, SJSU’s animation and illustration program
co-coordinator, said Grignon
has also worked exclusively with
graduating seniors three days a
week for the past couple of semesters at SJSU. He became a
“distinguished educator,” made
possible via a gift from Jeffrey
Katzenberg, CEO of DreamWorks Animation, she said.
In the gallery, students have
an opportunity to see how work
is developed with a behind-thescenes look at concept work
produced by DreamWorks,
Carter said.
Steve Hirt, a junior animation and illustration major and
president of The Shrunkenheadman Club on campus, said the
program has been building a
reputation and relationship with
y, buildingg to Tuesdayy
the industry,

night’s presentation and gallery
opening, because DreamWorks
has given SJSU funds and loaned
Grignon as a teacher.
“This show is a great token of
their dedication to us and ours
to them,” Hirt said. “Between
the panel tonight and this opening, it’s really great to see not
only The Shrunkenheadman
Club, but also the animation
and illustration program reach
a point where they’re on a tight
basis with a major company like
DreamWorks.”
Grignon’s expertise might not
be in design, but as an animator,
he knows how it all works.
“I work closely with the production designers and the character designers who do all this
work,” he said. “I’m very familiar with a lot of this work and I
helped turn it into 3-D animation that we use.”
Courtney Granner, SJSU’s animation and illustration program
co-coordinator, said some of the
concept art in the gallery ranges
from 20 years old to 20 days old.
Carter, who has been running the program with Granner
for about 25 years, said a lot of
the concept art in the gallery has
never been out of the studio.
p gget to
“Students and ppeople

Sharks lose, head to Anaheim down 2-0 in series
Associated Press

With a little bit of timely
scoring and a whole lot of stellar goaltending, the Anaheim
Ducks are halfway to an improbable playoff upset of the
top-seeded San Jose Sharks.

Andrew Ebbett broke a tie
with his first career playoff
goal from an awkward angle
with 10:16 left, and the Ducks
stopped the Sharks with another
defensive gem in a 3-2 victory
Sunday night, taking a 2-0 lead in
their first-round playoff series.
Jonas Hiller made 42 saves
in his second outstanding vic-

tory, while Bobby Ryan and
Drew Miller also scored their
first playoff goals as the eighthseeded Ducks took two games
in the Shark Tank from San Jose,
which lost just five home games
in regulation during the entire
regular season.
Game 3 is Tuesday night in
Anaheim.

Rex Grignon, DreamWorks supervising animator, and Kendal Cronkhite,
Courtesy of Racquel Coelho
DreamWorks production designer at Tuesday night’s opening of “DreamWorlds: The Inspired
Concept Art of DreamWorks Animation” in SJSU’s Natalie and James Thompson Art Gallery.
see the finished film, but they
don’t get to see everything that
goes into making it, and most
of what goes into making it
never shows up in the film,”
Carter said.
Cronkhite, a production designer, which is the person who

makes visual decisions and decide what goes up on screen, said,
“It goes from chicken scratches
to full-on production pieces.”
Grignon said DreamWorks
has been collaborating with SJSU’s program by having talks with
the program, hiring students and

donating money to help build a
world-class program.
“I’m spending a lot of time
here, and it’s just a collaboration
that’s just getting closer and closer,” Grignon said. So it’s fun.”
The gallery will remain open
until May 19.

6 FEATURES
U S
Feast your eyes on SJSU’s competitive eating champion
PAGE

MONDAY, APRIL 20, 2009

Joey Chestnut, 25, competes in a Funnel Cake Eating Championship MIKE ANDERSON / Spartan Daily
in Great America on Saturday, April 11, 2009.

Joey Chestnut, a senior civil engineering major, took first place in
Great America’s Funnel Cake Eating Championship.

DANIELLE TORRALBA
Senior Staff Writer

SJSU student Joey Chestnut
first made a name for himself by
demolishing Iguanas Burritozilla
in four minutes and 14 seconds.
He said he wasn’t interested in
eating competitively at all, but
his younger brother urged him
to compete.
“He knew I could eat a ton of
food, so he signed me up for this
contest in Reno for eating lobster
and I ended up tying for third,”
Chestnut said.
Chestnut said he did not eat as
much as he could have in his first
competition because his shyness
got in the way. Even though he
didn’t win, he saw the contest as
a breakthrough.
“After that first contest I knew
my body was made for it,” he said.
He said he loves to eat and
if there is any type of record for
eating, he feels that he needs to
try and break it.
Bite me
This month, Chestnut said it
will be exactly four years since
he began competitive eating.
A deep-fried asparagus contest was his second competition.
Chestnut took first place, consuming 6.3 pounds of asparagus
in 11- and-a-half minutes.
Some of Chestnut’s other wins
include the Waffle House World
Waffle Eating Championship,
Krystal Square-off World Hamburger Eating Championship,
Wing Bowl XV, Famous Famiglia
World Pizza Eating Championship, and more famously, the Nathan’s Hot Dog Eating Contest.
Chestnut said he won the
$10,000 first prize for Nathan’s
and the $20,000 grand prize for
Krystal’s hamburgers.
For eating 182 chicken wings
in 30 minutes at Philadelphia’s
Wing Bowl Championship,
Chestnut said he was awarded a
motorcycle.
“It was one of the most random prizes I have ever won,”
he said.
Instead of having it shipped
back to San Jose, Chestnut rode it
back home cross country.
“It took me five days to make
it back and I did a couple of eating challenges along the way,”
he said.
Chestnut said he ate a fiveand-a-half pound steak in Amarillo, Texas, and about an eightpound burger in Memphis,
Tennessee.

On the Fourth of July in
2007, after months and months
of training, Chestnut had a
major breakthrough in competitive eating.
“When we first got to New
York, everyone knew it was his
year to beat (Takeru) Kobayashi,”
said Nicole Morillo, Chestnut’s
former girlfriend. “ESPN came
to the room, news reporters were
coming to the room and doing
stories, yet the day of the contest
he was so focused — he wanted
to win.”
That was the year Chestnut
beat Kobayashi, his rival. He set
a world record for eating 66 hot
dogs in 12 minutes.
“Hot dogs are the most important of the year,” Chestnut said. “I
love it and I hate it.”
Morillo said after he won his
first Nathan’s hot dog competition, people started to recognize
him and he became a household name.
Meat and greet
As Chestnut’s fame grew, so
have the number of guest appearances he has been asked to
make.
From a cameo on the Travel
Channel’s “Man vs. Food” episode to an appearance on “Smarter than a Fifth Grader,” which is
scheduled to air soon, Chestnut
said it’s weird for him to get recognized for eating.
“I am just a normal guy, and
it’s funny that they think they
know me,” he said.
He gets about 10 letters from
around the country every day,
said his mother, Alicia Chestnut.
“It’s like a little bit of Americana,” she said. “They are nice
stories that they share.”
“Some of them have been
watching the hot dog contest every year,” she added.
The San Jose Stealth of Major
League Lacrosse hosted a “Joey
Chestnut night” at the HP Pavilion, where they gave out bobbleheads in his likeness.
“It was a great hometown
crowd and it was my first time
eating in front of San Jose and in
San Jose,” he said.
Fellow competitive eater, Patrick Bertoletti said it is hard competing against Chestnut.
“He is one of my closest
friends on the circuit,” he said.
“It’s hard to beat him. I have to
have a perfect day to beat him
and he brings it every time.”
Chestnut’s mother described
the community of competitive
eaters as a brotherhood.

MIKE ANDERSON / Spartan Daily

“The second time that Joey
met Kobayashi, Kobayashi
brought him some Japanese
chestnuts as a gift,” she said.
“They all cheer each other on and
support one another.”
Whipping into shape
Morillo said he takes his training seriously.
“He was getting ready to compete in the chili cheese fries contest that was going to be held on
the Queen Mary in Southern California,” she said, “so we went to
Wienerschnitzel and he bought at
least one hundred orders of chili
cheese fries and brought them
back to his apartment and had me
time him eat all of them. It was
weird, but it was fun.”
Chestnut said he decides when
he will begin his training depending on the type of contest and who
will be competing against him.
“Any enormous amount of
food in your body — calories or
fat — it takes months to train,”
Chestnut said. “Hot dogs is a
contest that takes me months to
prepare for and my body to build
and get ready and build a tolerance for.”
Throughout his four years of
competing, Chestnut said that he
is a little bit healthier than when
he first started.
“I am a lot more conscious of
my health,” Chestnut said. “I’m
always paying attention to everything I am feeling because I understand what I am doing is not
healthy at all, so I have to really
make sure I pay attention to my
body a lot more.”
Around the time of some of
his bigger contests, such as Nathan’s hot dogs or Krystal hamburgers, Chestnut said he goes
to the doctor about every two to
three months.
“I am losing weight. I am
fasting like crazy,” he said. “I’m
making sure my body is used to
go going from one hundred percent empty to one hundred percent full.”
Equal portions
Chestnut, a senior civil engineering major, manages to balance school, his job at a construction company and competing for
the past four years.
“I am very proud of Joey continuing school,” his mom said.
“I’m so proud of him. It helps support himself along with his job.”
From the first year of competing, Chestnut said it was purely a
hobby, but it has developed into
more. He said he never missed

A crowd cheers on the contestants in Great America’s
Funnel Cake Eating Championship.

school or work but as competitions accumulated over the years,
it has gotten harder for him to
juggle them all.
“I had to drop classes like crazy. Unfortunately, school has taken a hit,” he said. “Once I graduate from school, I’ll have to decide
if I want to take on construction
management full time or if I want
to pursue competitive eating.”

Chestnut said that each year he
has been in fewer competitions.
“This past year I competed in
about 15 competitions,” he said.
“I am starting to be more selective and starting to be more concerned about my body and my
health.”
Chestnut said that he has
learned to not depend on eating
competitively in the long run.

MIKE ANDERSON / Spartan Daily

“I have met so many great
people and had so many great
experiences, but it has taken a hit
on my personal life and my family
life,” he said. “I have three brothers and two sisters and I don’t
see them as much as before I
started this.”
“Once it’s over, of course I’ll
miss it but there are other things
in my life,” he added.
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CD REVIEW: ‘DUST’

‘Benjy Davis’ voices honest southern pop
The members of the Benjy Davis Project.
Photo courtesy of Concerted Efforts

MICHAEL LE ROY
Staff Writer

When almost every pop band
these days has computer effects
applied to the singer’s voice, it’s
nice to hear a real human singing.
The Benjy Davis Project’s newest album, “Dust,” gives you just
that. The album sounds like real,
organic music.
It’s refreshing in a market
that is flooded with talentless
pop bands that have to rely on
a talented producer to fix all the
bands’ shortcomings.

The Louisiana-based poprock band is vocally driven.
Benjy Davis, the lead singer
and song writer, is a competent
vocalist.
“Dust” is upbeat and is a good
album for cheering you up after a bad day. The band deftly
uses bluesy electric and acoustic
guitars. The occasional use of
the keyboards, violin and other
acoustic instruments gives the
album a hint of Southern sound.
While Davis may have a solid
singing voice, he does not always
sound perfect. The track “Whose
God?” features vocals in the

beginning that sound like Davis
is going through a surprise bout
of puberty. While this is definitely not ideal, I feel this works for
the band because it makes for a
more realistic sound.
Would you rather the band be
honest with their music or fix it
electronically?
Sometimes vocalists take a
chance and it does not always
work. I am tired of bands that
sound amazing on their CD, but
are absolute garbage during a live
performance.
Many concert goers have
been disappointed about a favor-

Legendary and messy drive-in eats
EAT OF THE WEEK

Small Falafel
DANIELLE TORRALBA / Spartan Daily

DANIELLE TORRALBA
Senior Staff Writer

Many who are familiar with San
Jose have heard once or twice about
Falafel Drive-In. It is recognized
for its delicious, authentic Middle
Eastern food.
Whenever I go there, I usually stick with the falafel special,
which is a small falafel with a
banana shake.
The best way to describe a falafel
is a pita sandwich with diced tomatoes, lettuce, cucumber and a few
falafel balls thrown inside. Falafel
balls are ground fava beans and
chick peas that are breaded and
fried. Then, hot sauce and a creamy
Tahini sauce that does not have any
distinct flavor are drizzled on top to
make the famous falafel sandwich.

FALAFEL DRIVE-IN
2301 STEVENS CREEK BOULEVARD
The pita pocket that everything is stuffed in to makes the
sandwich much more appetizing,
because there isn’t a lot of bread
that takes away from the rest of
the sandwich.
But I warn you now, the falafel
is not made for people who do
not like messy foods. I always
attempt to eat it without having
anything fall out, but it takes great
skill to do that. If anything, just
grab a fork and eat it like a salad
if you must.
This vegetarian-like sandwich
is one of the Drive-In’s more popular menu items. A small falafel
is $3 and a large falafel goes for
$4.50.
Both sizes are extremely filling, so the small one is the way to
go if you are planning on getting a
shake, too.

Everything is made fresh at the
Drive-In and customer service is
friendly and accommodating.
The Falafel Drive-In is located on Stevens Creek Blvd.,
right near Valley Fair mall. Its
old-school drive-thru appeal
gives this family-owned restaurant a more traditional welcoming
atmosphere. The Drive-In has been
around since 1966 and has been
voted a favorite among Yelp users.
When you first arrive, you order from the outside window and
have the option of eating outside,
but there is indoor dining as well.
This place has a good crowd
any day of the week because their
food is quite popular.
If a falafel is on your list of
many foods you have yet to try, I
would recommend having your
first one at Falafel Drive-In.

ite band that ended up sounding
miserable live.
Two tracks on the album that
stood out above the rest were
“I Love You” and “Still Sweet.”
I would normally skip love
songs, but I ended up enjoying the song, “I Love You.” The
piano introduction to the song is
different from the rest of the
tracks on the album and it’s
nice to see some variety in the
album. The catchy tempo of the
music and vocals will keep you
interested.
”Still Sweet” is a song about
running into a former girlfriend

who is with her new boyfriend.
The song’s lyrics, “Just because
we had some good times, doesn’t
mean I miss them / I’ve been
seeing blue skies every day,”
really sums up the cheery mood
the album has.
The ending to one of the
better tracks, “Same Damn
Book,” shows that without Davis’ vocals, the band can still
stand on their own.
The complex guitar work is
great and that is easy to forget in
an album where the instruments
come second and are often lower
in volume than Davis’ voice. It’s a

tribute to the talent of the rest of
the band.
“Dust” is a solid album that
has at least a few tracks worth
buying. There’s not a single
song on the album that I would
condemn and say is terrible,
they all have something to offer.
For a student on a budget
who wants to give the band a
chance, I would recommend at
least purchasing the tracks “I
Love You” and “Still Sweet.”
The album was released
back in November 2008. Make
sure you check the track list
before you buy.
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Shark fans get pumped for playoffs at the Tank
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COMMENTARY

Free ice cream and BMX stunts among the many attractions
at the Sharks’ street party to kick off Stanley Cup Playoffs
SCOTT REYBURN
Staff Writer

Indiana Jones didn’t get to
party like a rock star before his
quest for the Holy Grail, but that’s
exactly what San Jose Sharks fans
had an opportunity to do before
the Sharks began their similar
quest.
A sea of fans decked out in teal
packed Autumn Street next to HP
Pavilion for the pregame playoff
rally before first game of the Stanley Cup Playoffs to get pumped
up for the showdown with the
Sharks Southern California nemesis, the Anaheim Ducks.
Approaching the Tank from
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Santa Clara Street, I could hear
the music and the disc jockey at
the rally in the distance introducing the entire Sharks roster. Sadly,
none of the players actually came
out, which dampened my excitement for a chance of seeing Joe
Thornton and the gang.
When I reached the site of the
rally, I was shocked to see hundreds of fans out, two hours before the game began.
Many fans were lined up to get
a free ice cream from the San Jose
Sharks ice cream truck. Oh, the
power of sugar. Fans were out of
luck if they came after 6 p.m. because the free ice cream was for
the first 1,000 people.
For a team that I love dearly
and have followed for years, it’s
weird to see this much excitement
considering how many times the
Sharks have choked in the playoffs. This year is no different. On
top of that, the Sharks were shutout in its first game against the
Ducks and don’t look promising
to move on.
The centerpiece attraction
for the rally was the BMX stunt
team’s demonstration on a fly box,
a ramp with two quarter pipes
back-to-back with a deck in the

middle, and quarter pipe ramp.
One of the professional BMX riders was San Jose native Shea Nyquist, who is the brother of BMX
star Ryan Nyquist.
The only free beverages came
from Amp Energy who hand
out free samples of their caffeine
drinks.
The rally also had activities for
kids to enjoy, such as face painting, a poster making table and an
air hockey table.
Even cheap beer to get fans
more buzzed before the game was
to be had at only $5 a pop. The
beer was for a good cause, as the
proceeds of the beer sales went to
The Sharks Foundation.
Fans ranged from the casual
ones with just a plain Sharks jersey or T-shirt, to the hardcore
fans with teal beards, teal mohawks, teal “Braveheart”-style
face paint, or hard hats with a
red goal light and a mini Stanley
Cup on top.
The main stage of the rally
had multiple special guests
come out to amp the fans especially when the voices of the
Sharks came out.
Dan Rusanowski, Jamie Baker, Drew Remenda and Randy

Classifieds
HOUSING
SJSU INTERNATIONAL HOUSE
*One block to campus
*US & International students
*Safe, Friendly, Homelike
*Intercultural Experience
*Computer Lab/ Study Room
*Student Kitchen
*Wireless Internet Access
*Assigned Parking (fee)
*One semester contract.
Apply now! 360 S. 11th Street,
924-6570 or sjsu.edu/ihouse

EMPLOYMENT
FOOD SERVICE/ESPRESSO
BAR/HOST PT positions in
S’vale restaurant. Flex hrs.
$11.50 to start. Call Wendy@
(408) 733-9331

EARN EXTRA MONEY Students needed ASAP
Earn up to $150 per day being
a mystery shopper
No Experience Required
Call 1-800-722-4791
STUDENT WORK (NEAR
SJSU) As featured in the Wall
Street Journal in August 2008.
*$17.70 BASE-appt.
*FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES
*No experience necessary
*Training provided
*Customer sales/ service
*Scholarships awarded annually
*Internships possible
*Some conditions apply
*All majors may apply
CALL FOR INTERVIEW
(408) 866-1100
(650) 940-9400
(510) 790-2100
www.workforstudents.com/ sjsu

TUTOR NEEDED

Beginning Visual Basic 2008
programming skills. Ability to
teach. 1-2 hours per week. On
Campus. $25/ hr. Ben (650)
533-8298
EXCITING
OPPORTUNITY
Part-Time Personal Assistant
to Silicon Valley entrepreneur,
South Fremont, private residence. Must have positive attitude, strive for excellence, be
detail oriented, and open to
learning. Approximately 15-25
hours a week to start, ﬂexible
times. Attractive compensation, $15-$20/ hour based on
experience. Send resume to
ksenff4@hotmail.com

SERVICES

San Jose Sharks fans assemble outside the HP Pavilion on
SCOTT REYBURN / Spartan Daily
Autumn Street Thursday night for the pregame playoff rally to get pumped up for the Sharks
clash with the Anaheim Ducks.
Hahn all came on stage instructing the fans to cheer their hearts
out that night. Remenda, being
his typical self, played devil’s advocate and said, as an example,
that Calgary Flames fans cheer
whether they are up or down.
Fans booed him, but Remenda
replied and called for the Sharks
fans to do the same as Flames
fans, resulting in cheers.
The rally also had freebies

galore. Sponsors of Sharks
games, such as Dave and Busters, Southwest, Metro PCS, 98.5
KFOX and Farmers Insurance,
were out in full force offering
free shirts, pucks, foam hockey
sticks and others.
Everyone’s favorite mascot,
SJ Sharkie, came on stage too
and threw Sharks goodies such
as hats, shirts and even a bathrobe. Yes, a Sharks-themed
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bathrobe.
The crowd of fans resembled
shark-infested waters with hands
raised up and ready to snatch up
any freebie.
Overall, I went from the
highest of highs at the rally to
the lowest of lows after being
amped up for so long only to
have no tickets.
Well, there was no stopping
myself to try and sneak in.
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MICHAEL LE ROY

Staff Writer
Today is April 20, and today
is as good as any to continue the
debate on legalizing marijuana.
In February, Assemblyman Tom
Ammiano, D-San Francisco,
proposed Assembly bill 390,
which would legalize the sale
and possession of marijuana in
California.
It’s time to reform marijuana
laws in this state. We should not
legalize marijuana, but some
changes are needed.
In the past, medical doctors
condemned marijuana and promoted cigarettes. Times have

changed, cigarettes are the “bad
guy” and pot is recommended
by doctors. A doctor’s recommendation is not enough to determine if a substance is safe.
Much like your morning
English class, marijuana has the
following side effects: anxiety,
memory loss, loss of motor skills,
trouble with thinking and problem solving, distorted perception, decrease in muscle strength
and increased heart rate.
All those side effects will be
just great on our crowded streets
and freeways. The drivers here
are bad enough already, and
even if you prohibit marijuana
users from driving high, all that
pot they smoked over the years
will dull their senses.
Can you imagine the hoards
of people who will be on the freeway with decades of pot smoking
under their belts driving 50 mph
in the fast lane? One Canadian
study noted teens who smoked
five joints a week experienced a
4.1 point drop in their IQ. One
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Forget the stoner
myth that marijuana
is not addictive.
If it was not
addictive, then why
would there be
12-step programs
such as marijuana
anonymous?
I have a feeling that, much
like Proposition 8, many voters
in this state do not support legal-

izing marijuana, but they are not
as vocal as the minority that do.
This recession is teaching us
that we as a country cannot rest
on our laurels. Other nations
are catching up quick in science
and technology. Just ask yourself
this: Will marijuana help us or
hurt us as a country?
Emerging high-tech countries
like India and China are not going to legalize pot anytime soon.
Also, employers are not going to drop their restrictive drug
polices even if it’s legalized, so to
have a good job you can’t expect
to be able to smoke marijuana.
Would you be OK with a police
officer being addicted to marijuana?
The state should work on
helping people with their addictions, be it marijuana or alcohol,
legalization will just make the
problem more prevalent.
Michael Le Roy is a Spartan
Daily staff writer.

down to it, life is a competition
and we are all just players.
Sports, work, school, family
and personal relationships are
little subcategories of life that
scream competition.

As much as we
would not like
to believe it, we
are constantly
competing with
someone or
something, even
with our inner
selves, to be the
best.

DANIELLE TORRALBA

Senior Staff Writer
I bet I can guess the next
song to come on the radio
faster than you. I bet I can even
spell the alphabet forward and
backward quicker than you,
too.
“Anything you can do, I can
do better, I can do anything
better than you,” is a line from
a well-known musical that actually fits everyday life quite
well.
Whether you consider yourself to be a passive person or an
aggressive one, it doesn’t mean
much because when it comes

Who’s going to win the
Super Bowl? Who’s going to
be the most successful among
your siblings? Who’s going to
snag that job with the ideal

health benefits and salary? Or
which car dealership is going
to stay in business?
The person or company
who can recognize the competition and knows how to play
the game, that’s who.
As much as we would not
like to believe it, we are constantly competing with someone or something, even with
our inner selves, to be the best.
There are some people who
simply can’t take the pressure
and beat themselves up mentally, and those people are part
of the “Prozac Nation.” I’m sure
that many college students can
relate to Christina Ricci’s character in that movie.
She is a young college student struggling to adjust at
Harvard, get used to being on
her own and ends up losing
herself trying to live up to the
expectations of society and her
family. It’s amazing what our
parents and society can do to
us.

As humans, it is natural
to have a competitive nature.
Survival of the fittest does influence humans’ and animals’
way of life. It sparks feelings of
selfishness, greed, accomplishment and success.
I do not usually wear my
competitive nature on my
sleeve, but from playing sports
all my life, I feel that competing to be better than the rest
has been embedded into my
genetic makeup, and it tends to
pop out here and there when it
comes to certain things.
Growing up, it was beating
my brother at “Mortal Kombat” and winning my Bobby
Sox softball games. My competitive drive is now focused
toward school and the inevitable work world. I can only
hope for myself and my fellow
classmates that all of our life
experiences have well prepared
us for life’s challenges.
It’s not bad to be competitive, because even if you don’t

consider yourself to be competitive, you are. Friendships and
relationships do dip their toes
in the competitive pool, too.
If you want an easy escape
from the game, I suggest joining the Peace Corps. Commit
yourself to a couple years of
job security? Why not?
Our economy is continuing
to spiral downward so why not
get out of the U.S. for a while
and help Third World countries that, no matter how bad
we have it here, will always
(hate to say it) have it worse.
Life is a competition, it is
almost as obvious as the sky is
blue or milk is white, (if chocolate isn’t added, of course). So,
if you want to get in on the action, put your jersey on, pull
the splinters out of your ass
and get in the game.
Danielle Torralba is a
Spartan Daily senior staff
writer.

The university should set Wiggsy in stone
HANK DREW

Staff Writer
We build statues as physical reminders
of the major events in our cultural lives.
The Statue of Liberty was built by France
to remind us that we are the sum of all of our
inhabitants and that our melting pot made
us stronger.
We are still struggling with this.
SJSU erected a statue of Tommie Smith and
John Carlos to remind students that acts of
public defiance can bring change.
This statue is a symbol of individual power, and is a constant attraction on campus.
I had the chance to talk with one such figure, Wiggsy Sivertsen.
While talking with Wiggsy and other
students about her, I discovered that she
was a person beyond compare.

Students told me their lives were enriched by their interactions with Wiggsy.
They said knowing she was on their side
made being “out of the closet” much easier.
One student said we should create a statue of Wiggsy on campus, and I emphatically
agree with that statement.
Wiggsy is a strong, vocal woman in a
world where strong, vocal women are usually labeled “bitches.” Somehow, Wiggsy is
able to be aggressive and push for change
while not being forced to wear the scarlet
“B.”
She was an early supporter of health care
benefits for domestic partners of SJSU staff
members and was able to thrive in the university environment when gays and lesbians
had no rights.
I talked with Wiggsy for about 45 minutes. Stories of her past, and the past of the
university, rolled off her tongue with ease.
Her stories of these actions during the
’60s shed light upon how isolated our current students seem to be.
Students wander around campus with
white ear buds stuck in their ears as they
send text messages.
A statue of Wiggsy would be a constant
reminder that we, as a community, should
be aware of our surroundings.

The managing editor delves into a report
from the Department of Homeland Security about
the radicalization of right-wing extremists.
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Hank Drew is
a Spartan
Daily staff writer..
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can only imagine how profound
the IQ drop can be after many
decades of marijuana use.
Forget the stoner myth that
marijuana is not addictive. If
it was not addictive, then why
would there be 12-step programs such as marijuana anonymous? The U.S. Department of
Justice states on its Web site that
in 1999, about 200,000 people
have entered substance-abuse
treatment primarily for marijuana.
Making marijuana legal tomorrow will not cure all the
people addicted to it. There
is a large number of people in
jail right now for possession or
the sale of marijuana, and freeing them tomorrow and letting
them buy marijuana at 7-Eleven
won’t help.
They should not be incarcerated, but they should be in treatment. A change in the law is necessary to help marijuana addicts
get help, not just make it easier
for them to feed their addiction.

TOMMY WRIGHT

Wright on the Left

The average adult American is about one inch taller, but
nearly 25 pounds heavier than they were in 1960? The
average weight for men aged 20 to 74 years rose from
166.3 pounds in 1960 to 191 pounds in 2002, while the
average weight for women the same age increased from
140.2 pounds in 1960 to 164.3 pounds in 2002.
— Center of Disease Control and Prevention
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Juliet Moss, a senior water polo player, poses before practice at the Aquatic Center on Wednesday afternoon. Moss holds multiple school records.
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Moss scores her way into SJSU record books
STEPHANIE VALLEJO
Staff Writer

Individual highlights are not
the most important thing to Juliet Moss — it’s the team.
This past weekend, Moss, a
senior kinesiology major and
two-meter player, broke two
major water polo records during
a match against UC Davis. Her
72nd score of the season during
the game became a new university single-season record. She
also became SJSU’s career-scoring leader with her 199th career
goal also against the Aggies.
“I think her potential is unlimited,” said Lou Tully, head
coach for SJSU women’s water
polo team. “She’s super fast,
strong and very coachable.”
Moss said she doesn’t focus
on breaking records, and she
couldn’t even say the number of
goals she’s made this season off
the top of her head.
“I just go out and play and
do what I can to help the team
get the win,” she said. “In most
sports, even if there’s a dominant person, it’s really hard to
have a team just based around
them. One person doesn’t create a team.”

said, “I get it.”
“I told her we’re going to
continue this game and I’m not
going to blow the whistle unless I have to kick somebody
out,” Tully said, smiling at the
memory.
After seeing how much potential Moss has, he invited her
to play on a club team the summer between her junior and senior year to learn more about
the game.
“Of the three top players I
had, I have to say Juliet without a doubt turned out to be
the best, and she was the weakest coming out because she had
that inexperience,” Tully said.
“You just knew if she started
working with Division-I players
she would catch on quickly.”

Roommates
Tanya Torres, her best friend
and one of the team captains,
met Moss as roommates during
their freshman year.
“Since day one, we’ve been
partners whether it would be
during drills or stretching,” she

said. “I’ve got to play against one
of the best players in the country.
I would say she is the best in the
whole entire conference.”
Endurance, speed and strength
are all talents Moss has when she
plays, Torres said.
“I like the physicality of (water polo) and it’s a tough sport,”
Moss said. “I like to play tough
things and try my hardest and
play the best I can.”

Moss in the pool
After seven years playing the
sport, the right-handed Moss has
become creative in front of the
cage at two meters, Tully said.
“She’ll turn and then she’ll
bring the ball over to her left hand
and step out, and the defender
backs up and can’t stay with her,”
he said. “So she just transfers it
back to her right hand and rips
it.”
Tully said water polo is a punishing sport and Moss has had
her fair share of being hit “down
in front of the cage where she
plays and the defenders are going to come in and wale on her

Meeting coach Tully
Tully first met the six-footone athlete a year after she
started playing water polo at
Mt. Pleasant High School in San
Jose.
He said he refereed one of
her games and purposely didn’t
call fouls when she had the ball
to see if she could overcome the
challenges of being an inexperienced player. A frustrated Moss
got out of the pool and asked
him, “How come you don’t blow
the whistle when I got the ball
down there and they’re fouling
me?” She didn’t know that Tully
was testing her knowledge about
the game.
“If I blow the whistle and I
call an ordinary foul all you can
do is pass,” he said to her six
years ago. “If I don’t blow the
whistle, you can pass you can
shoot, you can get an ejection,
you can get a penalty shot.”
He said he asked her, “Which
one would you rather have?” She

Juliet Moss, a senior water polo
SANDRA SANTOS / Spartan Daily
player, during practice at the Aquatic Center on Wednesday.

pretty good.”
Moss said one of the classes
she is currently taking taught
her to keep the arousal level
low so the player could get optimum performance. She said
that she has learned to focus on
winning the game and keep tempers down.
“Stuff happens, it’s a water
polo game,” she said. “I don’t take
offense to anything that people
do to me so I would expect the
same from them. I don’t take anything personally, especially in the
pool.”

Academics and future
Playing water polo is a big part
of her life right now but Moss
knows that she won’t be playing
it forever.

“Even though athletics is what
brought me to school, I still need
to get my education so later on in
life so I can get a job and support
myself,” she said. “Academics and
athletics are up on the pedestal.
They’re kind of equal, but academics would proceed after athletics, definitely.”
The Olympic hopeful plans
to graduate next fall. After that,
she said she will have to decide
to either train with an international team for two years or continue her education and earn a
teaching credential. Whatever
her choice, she said she will miss
playing water polo at SJSU.
“Maybe I’ll come bug Lou
and see if he’ll let me get in
the water and play,” she said,
laughing.

At age 21, she said she has
plenty more aquatic challenges
to look forward to.
“She’s just about as much
quality as you can get,” Tully
said. “She’s anxious to learn, she’s
very respectful. Everything you
can think of to have in an athlete,
she’s got it.”
Throughout all her accomplishments, she said she gives
credit to the people who have
challenged her in the water over
the years.
“There’s just a cohesion
that you have in the pool with
your teammates that you can’t
really get outside of the pool
unless you’re playing a sport
somewhere else,” she said.
“(Water polo) calls for me and
I love it.”

